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CALGAROO  

A journey into nature 

June 2025 

 

Eucalyptus parramattensis - Calgaroo 

Newsletter of the Parramatta and Hills District Group 

Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd 

Our vision: inspiring people to admire, grow and conserve native plants 
 

WI!¢Ω{ hb Lb 2025 
18 June Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
28 June Saturday 2pm: aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ DǳƳƴǳǘ Iŀƭƭ 
 {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ .Ǌƛŀƴ wƻŀŎƘ ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŜȅǎέ ς see Page 2 
16 July Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
26 July Saturday Bushwalk Jones Road Fire Trail Kenthurst 
 Leader Lesley Waite 
23 or 24 August Visit to Muogamarra NP ς see page 3 
27 August Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
24 September Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
27 September Saturday Visit to Boongala Gardens Kenthurst 
22 October Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
25 October Saturday Bushwalk Agnes Banks/ Castlereagh Nature Reserve. 

Leader Daniel McDonald 
19 November Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
22 November Saturday Members' meeting and end-of-year celebration, 

Gumnut Hall. {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ [ƛƴŘŀ tƛƴŜ άUsing Native Edibles 
in Cookingέ 

17 December Wednesday 10am: Propagation 
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IŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅǎ ŀǘ .ƛŘƧƛǿƻƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
been before, you can get details from Lesley Waite - phone 0438 628 483 
 

* * * * * *  

 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ н8 June at 2pm 
Gumnut Hall, Gumnut Place Cherrybrook 
 
The speaker will be Brian Roach, and his subject Ψ!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŜȅǎΩΦ 

 Homoranthus prolixus     hƭŜŀǊƛŀ ƭŀƴǳƎƛƴƻǎŀ ΨDƘƻǎǘ ¢ƻǿƴΩ  
 
Brian is a member of the Australian Plants Society and has been a keen collector and 
propagator of Australian plants for more than 40 years. He will speak about native plants 
with grey foliage. 
 
Olearia lanuginosa ΨDƘƻǎǘ ¢ƻǿƴΩ has wonderful grey foliage and is one of those unkillable 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ǎǇƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƻǿ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
around half a metre and, if left to itself, will spread a couple of metres over time.  The 
foliage has a delightful aroma when cut or crusƘŜŘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊȅΣ ƎǊŜȅ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƭŀǇǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘ 
sun. An added bonus is that its cuttings strike with ease. 
 
On a trip out through Broken Hill to the Flinders Ranges, Brian could only look in awe at the 
great swathes of blue-bush, Maireana oppositifolia and M.sedifolia, that adorned the hot 
and often rugged countryside. 
 
A wonderful new plant was discovered in the wild near Inverell NSW by members of the APS 
Grevillea Study Group. They were on the prowl for an elusive grevillea when they spied a 
stunning, yellow-flowering plant. Keyed out back at the Sydney Botanic Gardens it was 
found to be Homoranthus prolixus, which had apparently never before been brought into 
cultivation. It has wonderful blue/grey foliage with red stems on the new growth and 
stunning bright yellow flowers across the horizontal growth in late spring and early summer.  
Growing naturally on granite outcrops in an extreme climate, this is yet another great plant 
that copes with our topsy-turvy climate.   
 
.ǊƛŀƴΩǎ been growing Conostylis aurea for many years ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǿ 
clumper to around 20cm high with very grey foliage and masses of yellow flower stems from 
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late autumn through until early spring.  It really is a stunner and is as tough as anything in 
the garden. There are so many other wonderful grey-foliaged native plants that thrive in 
hot, dry conditions once established, and one worth mentioning is Senna (formerly Cassia) 
artemisioides.  This plant has beautiful, intricate, almost lace-like grey foliage with 
contrasting yellow pea flowers from autumn through to summer. It produces copious 
amounts of seed that can be germinated easily with hot water treatment. 
 
{ƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ 
amazing greys ς how sweet the ground that sees a stretch of these. Brian will help us with 
our search. 
He will bring along some Ψamazing greysΩ that you can buy too! 
 

* * * * * *  

 

Muogamarra Nature Reserve in August 
Ricki Nash 
 
There are 900 species of amazing wildflowers at Muogamarra Nature Reserve, and we hope 
to be able to get there to see this colourful display of waratahs, native orchids, pink 
eriostemons and boronias. There is also plenty of wildlife and great views over the 
Hawkesbury River. 
 
The Reserve is about 3 km north of Cowan and is only open for 6 weeks a year between 
August and September. To gain access, we have to pre-book either a guided tour with one 
of the experienced NPWS volunteers or a self-guided tour. Self-guided tours apparently 
occur on any of the Sundays the Reserve is open and a few select Saturdays. 
Our group is looking at booking a self-guided tour either on Saturday, 23rd August or 
Sunday, 24th August. 
 
 As bookings open in mid- June, could members who are interested in coming along please 
send your names and contact details to me as soon as possible via one of these methods: - 
ω email- nashj_e@bigpond.com, or 
ω ring and leave a message or send a text message to 0419 626 848 
 
As LΩƳ unsure of the cost at the moment, once we make the booking, there may be some 
information regarding payment on the website, and LΩƭƭ let you know. 
 

* * * * * *  
 
 

Interesting links 
 
.ŜŜǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ōǳƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǳƴǎǳƴƎ pollinators - from The Conversation. 
 Lord Howe Island's famous Kentia palms challenge Darwin's evolutionary theory 
 - from The ABC. 
Secret life of Australia's ants, the hardest workers in any backyard - from The ABC. 
Garden stores selling plants that could be Australia's next invasive weeds - from The ABC. 
 

* * * * * *  

mailto:nashj_e@bigpond.com
https://theconversation.com/not-just-bees-and-butterflies-beetles-and-other-brilliant-bugs-are-natures-unsung-pollinators-246484?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2017%202025%20-%203299833688&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2017%202025%20-%203299833688+CID_f5d85229ce625693a9da2c78d7a93f3e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Not%20just%20bees%20and%20butterflies%20beetles%20and%20other%20brilliant%20bugs%20are%20natures%20unsung%20pollinators
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-12/kentia-palms-lord-howe-island-challenge-evolutionary-theory/105173330
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-18/australian-native-ants-hardest-working-insects/105294560?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=abc_specialist_science_sfmc_20250521&utm_term=&utm_id=2558017&sfmc_id=319200532
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-04-06/garden-stores-selling-plants-that-could-be-next-invasive-weeds/105128092#atid=2f265b9ff80a2eb9?utm_source=GS_landcare&utm_medium=email
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DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ²ŀǊŀǘŀƘǎ 
WƛƳ IƻũƳŀƴ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ DǊŀƘŀƳŜ 
CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнр 
/ŀƭƎŀǊƻƻΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 
L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƭƛƴƎŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŎƭŀȅπōŀǎŜŘ ǎƻƛƭΦ 
 
Lƴ нлмлΣ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳƻǳƴŘΣ 
ŀōƻǳǘ оa ōȅ рaΣ ŀōƻǳǘ лΦр a 
ŀōƻǾŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǎŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ǘƻǇǎƻƛƭ π ŀōƻǳǘ рл҈ ǎŀƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ рл҈ ǎƻƛƭΦ 
 
! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ L ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŀǊŀǘŀƘǎ ό¢ŜƭƻǇŜŀ ǎǇŜŎƛƻǎǎƛƳŀύ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘΦ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ L ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōŀƴƪǎƛŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .Φ ōƭŜŎƘƴƛŦƻƭƛŀΣ .Φ 
Ψ/ƻŀǎǘŀƭ /ǳǎƘƛƻƴΩΣ .Φ ΨIƻƴŜȅ tƻǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ .Φ Ψ.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ /ŀƴŘƭŜǎΩΦ L ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŀŦ 
ƳǳƭŎƘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ .ŀƴƪǎƛŀ ǎŜǊǊŀǘŀΦ 
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŀǘŀƘǎ ŘƛŜŘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƻ ŘǊȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǿŀǊŀǘŀƘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
L Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎƻƻŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ 
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bŀŘƎŜŜ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ²ŀƭƪ 
!ƴŘǊŜǿ /ƻȄ 
 
²Ŝ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ bŀŘƎŜŜ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ²ŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ нлнр ōǳǎƘǿŀƭƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ 
ŀ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ƳƛŘǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ YŀǘƻƻƳōŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 
aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ тςуπƘƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƛǘΦ !ƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ 
ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǊŜƳƻǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ 
 
/ƻƳǇƭŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ǿŀǎ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ 5ŀƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
aŀƭƭŀŎƻƻǘŀ /ǊǳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻǘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻŦ с ōȅ Ƴƛƴƛōǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪΩǎ 
ŜƴŘ ƛƴ b{² ǘƻ aŀƭƭŀŎƻƻǘŀ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ ǘƻ ŦŜǊǊȅ ǳǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŀǘ aŀƭƭŀŎƻƻǘŀ LƴƭŜǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ǳǎ ŀǘ .ƛƎ .ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ /ǊƻŀƧƛƴƎƻƭƻƴƎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ррƪƳ ǘǊŜƪΦ 

 

[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ aŀƭƭŀŎƻƻǘŀ 
LƴƭŜǘ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀŎƘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜ .ŀǊǊŀŎƻƻǘŀΣ ŀ 
ƭŀǊƎŜ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ƭŀƪŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ōȅ 
ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ŘǳƴŜǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΣ 
ǿŜ ǎǇƛŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƅƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŘπŎŀǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƻŘŜŘ ǇƭƻǾŜǊǎΣ ǎƻƻǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜŘ ƻȅǎǘŜǊŎŀǘŎƘŜǊǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŀ ŜŀƎƭŜǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘǳƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŘǊȅƴŜǎǎΦ 5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎŎŀǊŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ōǊŀŎƪƛǎƘ ōǳǘ ŘǊƛƴƪŀōƭŜ [ŀƪŜ ²ŀǳ ²ŀǳƪŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƻŀƪǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 

 
hƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ b{² ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ tƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇŜ IƻǿŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ bŀŘƎŜŜ 
bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻŎƪȅ Ŏƭƛũǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ мулƪƳ ƭƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǊǊŀȅ wƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊ /ŀǇŜ IƻǿŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мутлǎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ поŎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǘ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ tƻƛƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ нллс 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΦ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǝƳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƻǿΣ ǎǘǳƴǘŜŘ ƘŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ 
ōǳǊƴŜŘ ŬŜǊŎŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ōǳǎƘŬǊŜǎ ƻŦ нлмфπнлΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƘŜǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊŜǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black%E2%80%93Allan_Line
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ƪƴŜŜπƘƛƎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŘπōŀǧŜǊŜŘ ōƻƴǎŀƛ ƎǊŜǾƛƭƭŜŀǎΣ ōŀƴƪǎƛŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƪŜŀǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƅǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŀǊǊƻǘǎΣ ŀƴ 
ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎŀƳǇǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǜǳƭ ōǳǘ ǎŀƭǘȅ bŀŘƎŜŜ [ŀƪŜΣ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ōȅ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǧŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜŀŎƘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ bŀŘƎŜŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ bŀŘƎŜŜ 
wƛǾŜǊΣ LƳǇǊŜǎǎŀ aƻƻǊΣ [ƛǧƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ bŜǿǘƻƴǎ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ƻǳǊ Ŭƴŀƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŎŀƳǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ 
ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀǘ aŜǊǊƛŎŀ wƛǾŜǊ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řŀȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀƭƪ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
bŜǿǘƻƴǎ .ŜŀŎƘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜǊǊƛŎŀ wƛǾŜǊ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ 
 
hǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b{² bt²{ aŜǊƛƳōǳƭŀ ƻŶŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǎƛȊŜǎ 
ŎŀǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ у ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ 
bŀŘƎŜŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ b{²ϥǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǳƴŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b{² ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜπŦƻŎǳǎŜŘΦ 
 

 
5ǳƴŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ .ƛƎ .ŜŀŎƘ     aŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ b{²π±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ 

ƴŜŀǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ tƻƛƴǘ 
 

{ǘǳƴǘŜŘ ƘŜŀǘƘ ŀǘ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ aƻƻǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ bŀŘƎŜŜ [ŀƪŜ ±ƛŜǿ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ bŀŘƎŜŜ aƻƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǎŀƴŘǎǇƛǘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ 
bŀŘƎŜŜ [ŀƪŜ  
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      !ŎŀŎƛŀ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻǊȅ 
 

 

hƭŘπƎǊƻǿǘƘ aŜƭŀƭŜǳŎŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ bŜǿǘƻƴǎ .ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ 

 
 
 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿŜ ǎŀǿΥ 
 
 

 

 
DǊŜǾƛƭƭŜŀ ƭŀƴƛƎŜǊŀ      !ŎŀŎƛŀ ƭƻƴƎƛŦƻƭƛŀ ǎǳōǎǇΦ ǎƻǇƘƻǊŀŜ
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{ŎŀŜǾƻƭŀ 
ŀƭōƛŘŀ 
όƭŜƊύ 
 
  
9ǇŀŎǊƛǎ 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŀ 
όǊƛƎƘǘύ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spyridium 
parvifolium 
(left) 
 
 
 
Banksia 
paludosa 
(right) 
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Syzygium australe ϥ{ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ bŀǊǊƻǿΩ 
Ian Cox 
 
About four years ago the NSW Government 
had a tree giveaway program where you could 
register your interest in a particular plant and 
pick it up from Bunnings. 
 
The one I chose was Syzygium australe 
ϥ{ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ bŀǊǊƻǿΩΦ 
 
This is what it looks like now in my garden. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ рΦр ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ н ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǿƛŘŜΣ 
growing well in full sun. 
 
In summer, it has fluffy white flowers followed 
by pink fruit, which are quite tasty, are 
attractive to birds, and can be used in jams 
and jellies. 
 
The glossy green leaves maintain a neat 
appearance throughout the year. The tree is 
resistant to psyllid attack too. 
 
 
 
I recommend this tree if you have a small space in your garden with plenty of height. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * *  
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A completely new ecosystem has emerged on the Hawaiian island of O'ahu, 

composed of a mishmash of species from elsewhere 

 
Venture deep into the forests on O'ahu, Hawaii's third largest island, and you'll find yourself 
threading through a dense understory of richly scented pepper, cinnamon and guava trees.  
 
O'ahu's lowland forests are now almost entirely devoid of the plants and animals that grew 
here for millions of years before the arrival of humans. Settlers brought extinctions by 
cutting down trees to make farms and introducing voracious predators and disease-carrying 
animals.  
Today, these tropical forests are a tapestry of non-native species introduced from every 
corner of the planet: Brazilian peppertree, Indonesian cinnamon and roseleaf bramble from 
the Himalayas and Australia. Most of the animals are also alien. 
 
Ecosystems which have never been seen before are being accidentally created by humans. 
They offer a stark look into the nature of tomorrow. 
 
Invasive species 
Deliberately and accidentally, humans have introduced countless species of animals, plants 
and other organisms to non-native biomes. While most new additions are innocuous, more 
than 37,000 species have been found to harm native species, habitats and ecosystems, 
causing them to be labelled invasive, according to the United Nations' Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). 
 
Globally, invasive non-native species are one of the top five drivers of global biodiversity 
loss, according to IPBES, contributing to 60% of global extinctions and causing damages 
worth $423bn (£323bn) per year. 
 
To continue reading this article from the BBC please click here. 

* * * * * *  

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20250403-the-new-hawaiian-freakosystem-emerging-on-oahu-accidentally-created-by-humans?at_campaign_type=owned&at_medium=emails&at_objective=awareness&at_ptr_type=email&at_ptr_name=salesforce&at_campaign=futureearth&at_email_send_date=20250408&at_send_id=4331691&at_link_title=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bbc.com%2ffuture%2farticle%2f20250403-the-new-hawaiian-freakosystem-emerging-on-oahu-accidentally-created-by-humans&at_bbc_team=crm
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Solanum aviculare (Kangaroo Apple) 
Steve Douglas 
Photos: Wikimedia Creative Commons 

 
There are several bird species that I've seen using 
Solanum aviculare (Kangaroo Apple) - a silly common 
name because they aren't apples or remotely like 
them, nor are they used by kangaroos. The reference 
to kangaroos apparently relates to the leaf shape 
resembling (very vaguely) a large kangaroo footprint. 
They're actually Solonaceae, so are better described 
as a 'bush tomato'. 
 
Satin Bowerbirds love the abundant fruit and 
perhaps the flowers, as do King Parrots, Crimson 
Rosellas, and Pied Currawongs (which I try to 
discourage). Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos showed 

up recently and weren't interested in the 
fruit, but did rip into several branches in 
search of wood-boring grubs that can be 
abundant in these shrubs when they're 
getting old, which is about 5 years. 
 
These shrubs are often dismissed as weeds 
because they have a somewhat weedy 
tendency to come up after disturbance, 
including fire. They're indigenous here in the 
Southern Highlands and have a significant 
ecological role, not just in quickly providing 
cover and food in disturbed areas, but they 
also generate a lot of leaf litter, especially 
when stressed by heavy fruiting. As they 
collapse due to their 'live fast, die young 
ecology', they provide food for grubs and lots 
of small hollows in their stems for use by 
other insects, then as woody debris that 
shelters other seedlings. They're a good 
pioneer species for regeneration and 
replanting, and unlike Pittosporum 
undulatum, which is sometimes promoted as 
a pioneer and to exclude non-native plants, it 

is relatively short-lived and is suppressed by forest canopy. It doesn't appear to be 
allelopathic, unlike P. undulatum, which can outcompete almost any ground and mid-
stratum species in dense stands. It's more like the feral Solanum mauritianum (Wild 
Tobacco) that is still promoted by rainforest regenerators in some areas because it functions 
as a 'nurse plant' in sheltering sensitive seedlings. That species is also shaded-out eventually 
by rainforest or heavy Wet Sclerophyll Forest cover, and is relatively short-lived, but it also 
spreads very readily into areas where it continues to grow in higher-light environments. 
 

* * * * * *  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allelopathy#:~:text=Allelopathy%20is%20a%20biological%20phenomenon,between%20any%20type%20of%20organisms.
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I!w.h¦w D9hwD9{ wL±9w DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ !t{ b{² 

ŀƴŘ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ .ŀƴƪǎǘƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ .ǳǎƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘŜŀƳ 
LƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ tƻƛƴǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ Iǳƴǘ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ мпǘƘ WǳƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ мл ŀƳ 

 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ нлл ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ Řƻǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀǇΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŬƴŘΚ 
DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ tƻƛƴǘ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅ [ŀǿǎƻƴ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ DŜƻǊƎŜǎ IŀƭƭΣ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ !нн όIǳƳŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅύ ϧ !оп ό/ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ wŘ ŜǘŎύΦ 

¸ƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ IŜƴǊȅ [ŀǿǎƻƴ 5ǊƛǾŜ π ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ .Ŝŀǧȅ tŀǊŀŘŜ ς ǊŜŘ ŀǊǊƻǿ ώƴƻǘŜ .Ŝŀǧȅ 
tŘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅϐΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƳǇƭŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ aŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛŎƴƛŎ !ǊŜŀ όōƭǳŜ ŀǊǊƻǿύ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ ŘƭǳǘƘŜǊŀǳϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ ƻǊ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκƎǊƻǳǇǎκмонустпсутснтуус  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜ ǎƛȊȊƭŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ .ŀƴƪǎǘƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇƭȅΦ  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκŘǊƛǾŜΦƎƻƻƎƭŜΦŎƻƳκŘǊƛǾŜκŦƻƭŘŜǊǎκмǎŘǇ!ŀYƭǊлƳYƧ±ǳ5{/¸нD[Ƴу9·ƴƧŦлȅhǿΚǳǎǇҐǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŜŀǘ 
ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǳǇΦ 

 

* * * * * *  

 

Liverpool Golf Course 

 

mailto:dlutherau@yahoo.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1328674687627886
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sdpAaKlr0mKjVuDSCY2GLm8EXnjf0yOw?usp=sharing


Page 13 of 17 
 

Three cheers for the wonderful volunteers at the Hunter Wetlands Centre!! 
 

* * * * * *  

 

Waterfall Walk Bidjigal Reserve 24 May 2025 

Jennifer Farrer 
 
Eleven members met to walk this 3.1 km walk 
through the northern end of Bidjigal Reserve at West 
Pennant Hills. There had been heavy rain until the 
day before but the sun shone for us and we managed 
to dodge the puddles on the fire trail. We were 
rewarded with cascades on Darling Mills Creek and a 
large volume of water coming over the waterfall. 
 
The walk starts in remnant Blue Gum High Forest and 
then descends into Sandstone Gully Forest. At the 
lowest point on the track the sandstone cliffs are 
quite impressive. At the base of the cliffs there are 
dense stands of Christmas Bush and Callicoma. The 
track then opens out into Sydney Peppermint Gum 
Woodland before crossing Blue Gum Creek where 
more Sydney Blue Gums can be seen. 
 
With such a variety of plant communities we easily 
noted 50 different species. However, after so much 
rain in the previous two weeks there was also a very 
impressive range of fungi on show. Unfortunately, 
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our expertise did not extend to identifying many of them but we all decided we were not 
going to gather any to make Beef Wellington for dinner. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ [ƛƴŘŀ tƛƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ .ƭǳŜ 
Gums from her back deck and delicious Lemon Myrtle biscuits. 
 
Many thanks to Linda for her hospitality and to Jim Nash and Linda for their lovely photos. 
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