CALGAROO

A journey into nature
June 2025

Eucalyptus parramattensis - Calgaroo

Newsletter of the Parramatta and Hills District Group
Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd

Our visioninspiring people to admire, grow and conserve native plants
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18 June Wednesday 10am: Propagation

28 June Saturday 2pm: aSYOSNEQ YSSUOUAyYy3 Ddzyydzi | | f
{LISF{SNJ . NAlY w2dséerRagé? YI 1T Ay 3

16 July Wednesday 10am: Propagation

26 July Saturday Bushwalk Jones Roé&ite Trail Kenthurst
Leader Lesley ¥ite

23 or 24 August Visit to Muogamarra NP see page 3

27 AugustVednesdaylOam: Propagation

24 Sepember Wednesday 10am: Propagation

27 September Saturday Visit toBoongala Gardens Kenthurst

22 October Wednesday 10am:  Propagation

25 October Saturday BushwalkAgnes Banks/ Castlereagh Nature Reserve

LeaderDanielMcDonald
19 November Wednesday 10am: Propagatio

22 November Saturday Members'meetingand endof-year celebration
Gumnut Hall{ LIS { S NJ [U&ingRativetEdibleS a
in Cooking

17 DecembeWednesday 10am: Propagation
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been before, you can get details from Lesley Waitgone 0438 628 483

aSY0oSNEQ YSSas8uyneat2prh 0 dzZNRI & H
Gumnut Hall, Gumnut Place Cherrybrook

The speaker wilbe Brian Roachand his subjec! Y| T A ¥ @ dD NS &

Homoranthus prolixus ht SIENAI 1 ydaAAy2al u

Brian is a membeof the Australian Plants Society and has been a keen collector and
propagator of Australian plants for more than 40 yeadis.will speak aboutative plants
with grey foliage.

Olearia lanuginos& D K 2 & (ihastw®mlgff@ grey foliage arid one of those unkillable

L Fyda GKFEG GKNAGSAE Ay | K2d aLRid gAGK GSNE
around half a metre and, if left to itself, will spread a couple of metres over time. The

foliage has a delightful aroma when cut or &uS R ® LG AayQi GKS ayvylrftzx
YIS GKAA LIXIyid 6Stf g2NIK INBgAYy3IA:Z AGQa (KS
sun. An added bonus is that its cuttings strike with ease.

On a trip out through Broken Hill to the Flinders Rangesncould only look in awe at the
great swathes of bludush,Maireana oppositifoliland M.sedifolia,that adorned the hot
and often rugged countryside.

A wonderful new plant was discovered in the wild near Inverell MgWembers of theAPS
Grevillea Study Grqu Theywere on the prowl for an elusive grevillea when they spied a
stunning, yellowflowering plant. Keyed out back at the Sydney Botanic Gardens it was
found to beHomoranthus prolixysvhich had apparently never before been brought into
cultivation. It has wonderful blue/grey foliage with red stems on the new growth and
stunning bright yellow flowers across the horizontal growth in late spring and early summer.
Growing naturally on grate outcrops in an extreme climate, this is yet another great plant
that copes with our topsyurvy climate.

NJA begrgiowingConostylis aurefor many yearss A G K g2 Y RSNF dzf NBadz §a
clumper to around 20cm high with very grey foliage and masses of yellow flower stems from
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late autumn through until early spring. It really is a stunner and is as tough as anything in
the garden.There are so many other wonderful grégliaged native plants that thrive in

hot, dry conditions once establishednd one worthmentioningis Senna (formerly Cassia)
artemisioides.This plant has beautiful, intricate, almost laddes grey foliage with

contrasting yellow pea flowers from autumn through to summer. It produces copious
amounts of seed that can be germinated easily with hot water treatine

{23 6KSYy &aSIENDODKAY3 F2NIylIGA@S LI Iydga G2 0O2LIS
amazing greyg how sweet the ground that sees a stretch of theBean will help us with

our search.

He will bringalongsomemazing grey@hat you can buyoo!

* k k k k%

Muogamarra Nature Reservia August
RickiNash

There are 900 species of amazing wildflowers at Muogamarra Nature Resedwe hope
to be able to get there to see this colourful displayafratahs, native orchids, pink
eriostemons andboronias. There is also plenty of wildlife and great views over the
Hawkesbury River.

The Reserve is abo8tkmnorth of Cowan and is only open for 6 weeks a year between
August and September. To gain access, we hapestbookeither a guided tour with one
of the experienced NPWS volunteers aedi-guidedtour. Selfguided tours apparently
occur on any of the Sundays the Reserve is open and a few select Saturdays.

Our groupis looking at booking a seffuided toureither on Saturday23rd August or
Sunday 24th August

As bookings open in midlune, could members who are interested in coming along please
send your names and contact details toe as soon as possibkia one of these methods

() email nashj_e@bigpond.conor

W ring and leave a message or send a text message to @28348

AsL Quwfsure of the cost at the moment, oneee make the bookingthere may be some
information regarding payment on the websjendL (&t ybu know.

**k *k k% %

Interesting links

. 8S0iftSa yR 2{0KSNJ 06N f golinatgrst froondzz LonkeN:Biony | (G dzNB C
Lord Howe Island's famous Kentia palms challenge Darwin's evolutionary theory

- from The ABC.

Secret life of Australia's ants, the hardest workers in any backyafithm

Garden stores selling plants that could be Australia's next invasive weddsm The ABC.

* k k k k%
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mailto:nashj_e@bigpond.com
https://theconversation.com/not-just-bees-and-butterflies-beetles-and-other-brilliant-bugs-are-natures-unsung-pollinators-246484?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2017%202025%20-%203299833688&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2017%202025%20-%203299833688+CID_f5d85229ce625693a9da2c78d7a93f3e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Not%20just%20bees%20and%20butterflies%20beetles%20and%20other%20brilliant%20bugs%20are%20natures%20unsung%20pollinators
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-12/kentia-palms-lord-howe-island-challenge-evolutionary-theory/105173330
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-18/australian-native-ants-hardest-working-insects/105294560?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=abc_specialist_science_sfmc_20250521&utm_term=&utm_id=2558017&sfmc_id=319200532
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-04-06/garden-stores-selling-plants-that-could-be-next-invasive-weeds/105128092#atid=2f265b9ff80a2eb9?utm_source=GS_landcare&utm_medium=email
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black%E2%80%93Allan_Line
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Syzygiumaustralél { G NI A IKJI YR bl NNB g Q

lan Cox

About four years ago the NSW Government
had a tree giveaway program where you coul
register your interest in a particular plant and
pick it up from Bunnings.

The one | chose w&yzygium australe
U{ dNF AIKG YR bl NNR§g

This is what it looks like now in my garden.

LiQa Fo2dzi podp YSUNB
growing well in full sun.

In summer, it has fluffy white flowers followedji
by pink fruit, which are quite tasty, are
attractive to birds, and can be used in jams
and jellies.

The glossy green leaves maintain a neat
appearance throughout the year. The tree is
resistant to psyllid attack too.

* k k k k%
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A completely new ecosystem has emerged on the Hawaiian island of Q'ahu
composed of a mishmash of species from elsewhere

Venture deep into the forests on O'ahdHawaii's third largest island, and you'll find yourself
threading through a dense understory of richly scented pepper, cinnamon and guava trees.

O'ahu's lowland forests are now almost entirely devoid of the plants and animals that grew
here formillions of yeardefore the arrival of humansSettlers brought extinctions by

cutting downtreesto make farms anéhtroducing voracious predators and diseas@rying
animals.

Today, these tropical forests are a tapestry of smative species introduced from every

corner of the planet: Brazilian peppertree, Indonesian cinnamon and roseleaf bramble from
the Himalayas and Australia. Most of the aninaais also alien.

Ecosystems which have never been seen before are being accidentally created by humans.
They offer a stark look into the nature of tomorrow.

Invasive species

Deliberately and accidentally, humans have introduced countless species of animals, plants
and other organisms to nenative biomes. While most new additions are innocuous, more
than 37,000 species have been found to harm native species, habitats and ecosystems,
causing them to be labelled invasive, according to the United Nations' Intergovernmental
SciencePolicy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

Globally, invasive nenative species are one of the top five drivers of global biodiversity
loss, according to IPBES, contributing to 60% of global extinctions and causing damages
worth $423bn (£323bn) per year.

To continue reading this article from the BBC please clieke.

* k k k k%

PagelOof 17


https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20250403-the-new-hawaiian-freakosystem-emerging-on-oahu-accidentally-created-by-humans?at_campaign_type=owned&at_medium=emails&at_objective=awareness&at_ptr_type=email&at_ptr_name=salesforce&at_campaign=futureearth&at_email_send_date=20250408&at_send_id=4331691&at_link_title=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bbc.com%2ffuture%2farticle%2f20250403-the-new-hawaiian-freakosystem-emerging-on-oahu-accidentally-created-by-humans&at_bbc_team=crm

Solanum avicularéKangaroo Aple)

Steve Dougis
Photos WikimediaCreative Commons

There are several bird species that I've seen using = &
Solanum avicare (Kangaroo Apple a silly common | =
name because they aren't apples or remotely like
them, nor are they used by kangaroos. The refererp
to kangaroos apparently relates to the leaf shape &
resembling (very vaguely) a large kangaroo footpri
They're actually Solonaceae, se detter described
as a 'bush tomato'

Satin Bowerbirds love the abundant fruit and
perhaps the flowers, as do King Parrots, Crimson ,
Rosellas, and Pied Currawongs (which | try to " : =
discourage). Yellowailed Black Cockatoos showed <
A up recently and weren't interested in the
' fruit, but did rip into several branches in
search of wooeboring grubs that can be
abundant in these shrubs when they're
getting old, which is about 5 years.

These shrubs are often dismissed as weeds
because they have a somewhat weedy
tendency to come up after disturbance,
including fire. They're indigenous herethe
Southern Highlandand have a significant
ecological role, not just in quickly providing
cover and food in disturbed areas, but they
also generate a lot of leaf litter, especially
when stressed by heavy fruitingsthey
collapse due to their 'live fast, die young
ecology', they provide food for grubs and lots
of small hollows in their stems foisa by
other insects, then as woody debris that
shelters other seedlings. They're a good
pioneer species for regeneration and
replanting, and unlik&ittosporum

undulatum which is sometimes promoted as
a pioneer and to exclude nemative plants, it
is relatively shoHived and is suppressed by forest canopy. It doesn't appear to be
allelopathic unlikeP. undulatumwhich can outcompete almost any ground and mid
stratum species in dense stands. It's more like the f8cnum mauritianunfwild
Tobacco) that is still promoted by rainforest regenerators in some areas because it functions
as a 'nurse plant' in sheltering sensitive seedlings. That species is also-shhdsentually
by rainforest or heaviVet Sclerophyll Foresiover, and is relatively shelived, but it also
spreads very readily into areas where it continues to grow in higjget environments.

* k k% k%
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allelopathy#:~:text=Allelopathy%20is%20a%20biological%20phenomenon,between%20any%20type%20of%20organisms.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1328674687627886
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i Turpentine. Tree - Syncarpia. Glomulifera is the' 50,000th: tree DID YOU
G g;'ﬁt;gj "gr‘? "St;té at HUntt}a’r Wetlands Centre Australia. The tree r\‘Nas KNOW?
EA).. pl"anted‘/by Wilma Barden’iin 2007. Volunteers. like Wilma  have- Sl
worked over. 270,000 hours and planted over 50,000 trees sn';‘ce. psofh
"..the.Centre’s inception in-1985.. The regeneration Qf V-the site at_s mﬁ "'""
‘- saved an important part of our_natura! history ‘and~cor_\tmu.es 0 || e
735 make -a signifiéant contribytion to e‘nvn_ronmenta_l conse_rvatlon: mt 1 bl
Newcastle: The 50,000 trees on the 45 hectare site provide habitat . SR EIES
for 250 species . of: wildlife and soa

k up. around 36,000 tonnes of
carbon each year. Thatiis equivalent to around 1/2 the annual .cgrbon‘ !
_emissions of the local suburb of Shortland. : :

.~ " Our 50,000th Trée

£

“The Hunter. Weﬂands Centre would not exist without the ‘dedication -

and hard < \ Wilmafy ed)
_ living tribute to their important ;ontnbutuoggg e

work of its volunteers, like Wilmetl—dﬁe_pic,,tlie\z‘d)..lThe centre \5 (a
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Waterfall Walk Bidjgal Reserves may 2025
Jennifer Farrer :

Eleven members met to walk this 3.1 km walk
through the northern end of Bidjigal Reserve at We
Pennant Hills. There had been heavy rain until the \§
day before but the sun shone for us and we manag
to dodge the puddles on the fire trail. We were ,
rewarded with cascades on Darling Mills Creek and

large volume of water coming over the waterfall.

The walk starts in remnant Blue Gum High Forest
then descends into Sandstone Gully Forest. At the
lowest point on the track the sandstone cliffs are

quite impressive. At the base of the cliffs there are
dense stands of Christmas Bush and Callicoma. T
track then opens out into Sydney Peppermint Gum &
Woodland before crossing Blue Gum Creek where
more Sydney Blue Gums can be seen.

b
£
4,

E

With such a variety of plant communities we easily g
noted 50 different species. However, after so much#

rain in the previous two weeks there was also a verjg:
impressive range of fungi on show. Unfortunately,
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our expertise did not extend to identifying many of them but we all decided we were not
going to gather any to make Beef Wellington for dinner.

¢tKS glft1 SYRSR U0 [AYRIF tAySQa K2YS ySI Nbeé
Gums from her back deck and delicious Lemon Myrtle biscuits.

Many thanks to Linda for her hospitality and tmNashand Lind&dor their lovely photos.
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